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Contact: Manuela Well-Off-Man, curator of art, Montana Museum of Art & Culture, 406243-2019, manuela.well-off-man@mso.um t.edu.
MUSEUM OFFERS EXCITING ARTWORKS IN TWO NEW EXHIBITIONS
MISSOULA—
The Montana Museum of Art & Culture will open two exhibitions this month that
showcase art by international and Montana artists on loan from private collections and display
students’ works that are part of the museum’s Permanent Collection.
The exhibitions will be at the museum from Jan. 23 through March 3. The public is
invited to attend an opening reception from 5 to 7 p.m . Thursday, Jan. 25.
“The Collectors’ A rt,” which will be in the Meloy Gallery, highlights works by
renowned international artists and highly acclaimed Montana artists that are on loan to the
museum from private Montana collections.
Works of UM students that became part of the museum’s Permanent Collection from
the mid-1960s through 2006 will be exhibited in “40 Years of Campus Art Awards” in the
Paxson Gallery.
“The Collectors’ A rt” celebrates the important role that collectors play in supporting
visual artists and arts organizations and provides insight into motivations behind collections.
Artworks in this exhibition were lent to MM AC by private Montana collectors.
The exhibition is a special opportunity to see works by Modernist masters Robert
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Rauschenberg, James Rosenquist, Ed Ruscha and Andy Warhol. These artists were
instrumental in the movement known as Pop Art.
Characterized by themes and techniques derived from mass culture, Pop Art was a
reaction to previous Modernist movements that were perceived as elitist.
Works by a selection of widely acclaimed Montana artists round out the exhibition.
They include key pieces by ceramicists Rudy Autio and Beth Lo, mixed media art by Lela
Autio, fiber art by Nancy Erickson and a watercolor by the late Tu Baixong.
The collectors, who wish to remain anonymous, are passionate about what they collect
and emphasize that art enhances their lives and feeds their souls. Exposed to art and art
education at a young age, they buy what they love rather than regarding collecting as an
investment opportunity. Establishing relationships with the artists whose work they collect is a
priority.
By participating in this special MMAC exhibit, they wish to encourage other collectors
and art lovers while making their collections temporarily available to the public.
“40 Years of Campus Art Awards” complements “The Collectors’ A rt” by showcasing
UM student works collected by the museum. Since its inception, the museum has played an
important role in supporting and preserving students’ work.
On view will be prints, paintings and ceramics by 14 former UM art department
students, including Neil Parsons, Ben Malouf, Blair Clemo and Leonard Stach. The rich
diversity and strength of the students’ work is highlighted, revealing patterns of stylistic trends
over the course of the past 40 years.
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The exhibition honors not only the talents of UM students but also the important legacy
of the University’s art department faculty members in providing direction for generations of
artists.
Museum hours are Tuesday through Thursday from 11 a.m. t o 3 p . m . and Friday and
Saturday from 4 to 8:30 p.m. There is no charge for admission, and free parking is available
near the northwest corner of the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
For more information, call MM AC at 406-243-2019 or go online to
http://w w w .um t.edu/montanamuseum.

m
NOTE TO M EDIA: Digital images of select artwork from “40 Years of Campus Art Awards”
are available on request. Please contact Karen Rice, coordinator of programs and publications,
Montana Museum of Art & Culture, 406-243-2019.
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